This chapter seeks to outline some of the major elements which govern the performance of the region's agricultural sector and to discuss the factors and issues which must be addressed in formulating strategies for a viable and sustainable agricultural sector in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). As argued in sections two and three of the chapter, sustainability is an old concern, but the search for clarity in defining its operational content continues to present a challenge. Nowhere is this challenge greater than in SSA, the nature of which is described in the fourth section. The fifth section identifies the policy, technological and institutional issues that must be addressed in shifting agriculture onto a sustainable path in SSA, while section six provides some initial ideas on leverage points for this. Before concluding on an optimistic note in section eight, section seven poses questions for further thought.
